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INTERPRETATION SUMMARY

I am repairing / replacing part of the basement wall for a house. Am I required to install 
an egress window? 

YES 

• If the basement wall is used as a wall of a room used as a bedroom as defined by 
Interpretation 1.1 and there are no other compliant windows or doors in the room.  

• If the wall is more than 50% replaced and the basement area meets the Uniform 
Building Code definition of habitable space.  

NO 

• If the basement is only utilized for a mechanical equipment room or storage room. 
The exception for mechanical equipment rooms or storage rooms only applies to 
the repair or replacement of basement walls built prior to the requirement for 
egress windows in basements. This is first found in the 1988 UBC, which was 
adopted by the City of Salina on February 13, 1989  


